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Winter vacation starts tomorrow

We have only a few days left in this school year. Today, we had the closing ceremony for
the second semester, where we reviewed the students' lives at school since the school assembly in
October and evaluated their efforts.

Tomorrow is the start of the winter break. I hope that third-grade students, in particular,
will plan their studies to achieve their goals for the future. There will be fun events such as
Christmas and New Year's, but there will also be times when you need to refresh yourself and act
strictly on your own. For first and second grade students, please use your time effectively and spend
it meaningfully by reviewing subjects you have had difficulty with and reading books.

Finally, I would like to thank all parents and guardians for your understanding and support
of our school's educational activities. In particular, we would like to thank you for your participation
in the open house classes, the PTA's ball drop event at the Sports Festival, the soft volleyball
tournament, and other events during the second semester.

We hope that you had an accident and injury-free winter vacation and that next year will
be another year full of hope. Please have a happy New Year!
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Revision of Road Traffic Law Concerning Bicycles
As we talked about at the closing ceremony, there will be an amendment to the Road Traffic Law
regarding bicycles in November 2024,

(1) If you ride a bicycle while using a smartphone while riding a bicycle, you will be imprisoned for not

more than 6 months or fined not more than 100,000 yen.

(2) If you cause a traffic accident or other traffic hazard by using your smartphone while riding a bicycle,

you may be imprisoned for up to one year or fined up to 300,000 yen.

This amendment applies to those who are 14 years of age or older. In addition to this amendment, there
are also the following offenses: “umbrella driving” (fine of up to 50,000 yen), “driving with earphones or
headphones in such a way that one cannot hear the sounds or voices necessary for safe driving” (fine of up to
50,000 yen), and “two-seater or parallel driving” (fine of up to 20,000 yen). In addition, some prefectural
ordinances prohibit gazing at a smartphone while walking. That is why the law was revised because of the high
number of accidents. However, rather than just stopping because of the penalty, we would like people to think
carefully about the possibility that an accident may take their life or that they may become the perpetrator of
an accident that takes their life, and to be careful not to use the device easily. We received a concerned call
from a community member who said, “A junior high school student was riding a bicycle while looking at his
phone, isn't that dangerous?” We received a phone call from a local resident who was concerned that a junior
high school student was riding a bicycle while looking at his phone. During the winter vacation, we will be going
out more often, so please drive safely to protect your own life.

HTE. [HEEEiEES HwIoMF)] Z2RL2d DT,

Life and Welfare Committee Greetings campaign

On December 13, the Life and Welfare Committee members stood on the community mall in the
morning and greeted the residents. Some were overwhelmed by the sight of the committee members lined up
in a row, but we were cheered up by their cheerful "Ohayo gozaimasu” as soon as they entered the elevator
entrance. Students at our school are said to be good at greeting people, and the PTA traffic duty officer also
commented that “all the students who passed by here greeted us cheerfully. In the winter season, when
mornings can be hard, we would like to greet our students with a cheerful greeting.
It is said that “a person's impression is determined in three seconds. For those who are preparing for an
interview test, the test starts with a greeting. Please make sure that your facial expressions and voice are also
important.




