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Kiso-Village Exchange Program

From June 13 to 14, first-year students went to Kiso-Village for an exchange program. From the time the bus
left the school, the inside of the bus was filled with cheerful voices and full of power. The weather was very
refreshing and we were able to have lunch at the Misogawa Dam, the first site we visited. The dam is located at an
altitude of 1130 meters, so the temperature is comfortable. And we had a good view of the mountains that are the
headwaters and the dam. We had the experience of putting on helmets and descending the stairs to the bottom of
the dam. The exhibition in the museum showed us how the river is connected from Kiso Village to Kisosaki Town.

After that, we headed to Mizukizawa Natural Forest. We cut our time short because of light rain and the threat
of thunderstorms, but with an audible explanation from our earphone guide, we were able to see the characteristics
of the surrounding trees, 800-year-old trees, and iwana (char) swimming in the river. This year, there was
nationwide concern about bear damage, so here too, we sounded a large bell during our walk.

Upon arrival at Kodama-Forest, we held an entrance ceremony and immediately started making curry. The fire
was too strong, the rice was not washed well, and there were some difficulties, but all the groups did a good job of
making curry, which was delicious. Curry at the campsite is the best.

Then came the campfire. When the candles were lit, it was still too bright to see the lights, but by the end of
the campfire, each person's light was connected to form a circle, and by the time the recreation was over, the lights
had turned a beautiful color. The people from the Kiso Village Tourism Association remembered last year's campfire
and said, "Only in Kisosaki can we have such a beautiful campfire. After the fun recreation, we had a starry sky
class. It was still too bright to see the stars, but if it were dark, we would be able to see the stars like this," he said
in an easy-to-understand manner. The instructor, who is usually a cook, said, "I would be very happy if even one
more student looked up at the sky and wondered what constellation that was."

On the second day, we finally had an exchange with Kiso Junior High School. Each group made a presentation
about Kisosaki Town and Kisosaki Junior High School, using pictures and quizzes. All the groups were able to present
their presentations clearly and efficiently. I felt that they had done a really good job of research. Kiso-junior high
school's presentation was also easy to understand, and everyone listened attentively, taking notes. The question
and answer time was enjoyable, as they talked about how some people do not like to eat Chinese cabbage and
tomatoes, which are specialties of each other's region, and about the ski school. After the presentation, everyone
ran around the gymnasium in a "banana-oni" recreation, and even the homeroom teachers got sweaty from
participating. Some said, "I haven't run this fast in a long time. The event was a lot of fun, and a commemorative
photo was taken at the end.

The first-year students ate and worked energetically at Kodama-Forest as well. It was a very meaningful two
days, and we were able to complete the entire trip without any injuries or illnesses.
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Yukata Dressing Class

On June 20, Mr. Yamamori of Sangoren Kuwana Izumiya and Soga Kimono Gakuin Kuwana School visited us
for instruction, and the second-year students learned various things including kimono knowledge, how to put on a
yukata, how to tie an obi, and etiquette.

Wearing the colorful yukata made everyone's spirits soar, and words such as "It looks good on you" and "You
look cool" came out naturally. In the second half of the dance, the participants danced together with the members
of the Kisosaki Kouta , and when the third and final song ended, the applause was spontaneous and very lively.

This is an experience that only Kisosaki Junior High School can offer every year. I am filled with gratitude for

the support of so many people who make this course possible.




