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1st Grade Kiso Village Exchange Program

From June 12 to 13, the first-grade-students went to Kiso-Village for an exchange program. From the
moment they boarded the bus, the interior was filled with cheerful voices. At the first stop, Misogawa Dam, the
students had lunch and listened to a detailed explanation about the structure and role of the dam. We also
descended a long flight of stairs Kiso the area around the bottom of the dam for a tour. Looking at the
diagram in the museum, we realized that the Kiso River is connected by a single river from Kiso Village, the
source of the river, to Kisosaki Town downstream. We then trekked through the Mizukisawa Natural Forest.
The weather was fine and the sun shone through the trees, allowing us to experience a fantastic view. Due to
the heavy rainfall the day before, there was a lot of water and we did not find any char, but we were able to
walk to a place where there were cypress trees several hundred years old. Unfortunately, last year's typhoon
had knocked down several magnificent trees. Since this is a national forest, they are not allowed to move the
trees without permission, but they told us that local people patrol the area daily to check for weakened trees in
order to preserve the forest. After arriving at Kodama Forest, we made curry for dinner. Under the guidance of
the Kiso-Mura Tourist Association, all the groups were able to make a fire very well. The people in charge of
food preparation also did their jobs well, and all the groups were very successful. The curry was very tasty and
everyone worked together to make it.

Then came the campfire. One by one, we lit candles and eventually formed a circle and sang “Burn, Burn,
Burn” together with the candles. The campfire committee members did a great job of facilitating the event, as
well as the recreational activities that followed. We had a starry sky class again this year. Although it was still
too bright to see the stars, he spoke in an easy-to-understand manner, assuming that if it were dark, we
would be able to see stars like this. The teacher's way of speaking was very interesting, and the students who
were listening to him had a lot to say, making for a lively and lively 30 minutes. By the end of the 30 minutes,
it was getting dark, and we returned to our rooms with flashlights and snacks. On the second day, we gathered
early in the morning, but were ready before the scheduled time. The students acted quickly, finished breakfast,
and prepared for the main event, and exchange with Kiso Junior High School. The students were able to give a
presentation on Mie Prefecture and Kisosaki Town from various perspectives, including tourism, local products,
disaster prevention, and more, complete with quizzes. The presentation was much better than the one we had
rehearsed at school. They did an excellent job. During the break time, the students naturally started to interact
with the students of Kiso Junior High School, introducing themselves and enjoying soft volleyball. At the end of
the event, we took the customary commemorative photo. The students lined up to say goodbye and waved us
off until we were out of sight. Thank you very much. We look forward to seeing you again. One by one, the
first graders grew with each activity over the two days. At the end, although they had only a short time to play
on the playground equipment, the students were able to talk to each other, keep time, and act on their own.
We hope that what they learned from the group activities in Kiso-Village will be put to good use in their future
school life.
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Traffic Safety Class

On June 16, a member of the Kuwana Police Department visited our school and gave a
traffic safety class. He explained where and how to check when riding a bicycle and what pedestrians
should watch out for, using actual movements. One of the students who gave the demonstration
commented, "I don't usually pay such close attention to the road, so from now on I will stop
properly and be careful. After the demonstration, the students watched a traffic safety DVD. Most of
our students commute to school by bicycle. A local resident once told us, "It is dangerous to ride a
bicycle while looking at your smartphone. When riding a bicycle, let's make use of what we learned
today.
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Open Class, Plastic Bottle Cap Collection

Thank you very much for coming to our class open classes from June 9. In particular, many
people attended the 3rd grade school trip study presentation. During this open class week, we have
also had the guidance supervisors from the prefecture and the town visit our classes and give us
advice on how to improve the students' performance and teaching. We would like to continue our
efforts to create better classes in the future. Thank you very much for your cooperation in collecting
plastic bottle caps.




