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Culmination of the 2025 Academic Year: Towards a Leap in the Third Semester

Happy New Year. As the winter break has ended, the lively voices of students have returned to the
school building. Seeing the students come to school with refreshed expressions made me feel once again
determined to do my best throughout the third term, which concludes this school year. Now, the third term is
a very short term, with 51 school days and only 39 for third-year students. As the saying goes, "January goes,
February flies, and March leaves," it will pass in the blink of an eye. However, it is precisely this short period
that serves as a "wrap-up" of the year and a highly concentrated time that prepares students for the next
stage. I hope all students use this third term as a "period to strengthen their own roots."

For third-year students, the entrance exams are finally starting. Believe in the abilities you have
accumulated so far, and persevere with your classmates until the very end. First- and second-year students
should remember that "next, it will be our turn to represent the school," and dedicate themselves to their
studies, club activities, and committee work. To our parents and guardians, thank you very much for taking
the time amid your busy schedules at the end of December to cooperate with the school evaluation survey and
the club activities survey. The results of the school evaluation survey will be published on our website in the
future. This term, the faculty and staff will continue to support the growth of each student.
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What is the kanji for Kisosaki Junior High School in 2025?

The kanji character of the year for 2025 has been decided as 'fig' (bear). The second place went to "k
' (rice). For Kisosaki, 'rice' also feels like a familiar kanji. In 2024, the kanji was '4' (gold), and in 2023, it was
'"Bi' (tax), with the chosen characters reflecting the events or atmosphere of each year very well. This year as
well, we collected kanji submissions from Kisosaki Junior High School during the winter break. The results are
still being tallied, so we cannot announce them yet, but every year I notice that each person's individuality
comes through, and it brings a smile every time I read them. In 2024, the overwhelming majority chose "%’
(fun/enjoyment) as first place, and "' (study) as second. I'm really looking forward to seeing what character
will be chosen this time. Incidentally, I personally chose 'i&' (clear weather) for 2024 and '/k' (water) for 2025.
I usually experience bad weather whenever I go out, but I was able to clearly see the first sunrise of 2026. It
made me feel verv cheerful.
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Presentation at the Junior High School Human Rights Forum

On December 23, three students who participated in the Junior High School Human Rights Forum
held at the Tado District Civic Center on November 18 gave their reports. The Human Rights Forum is a place
where junior high school students can share and connect with each other about their experiences and
thoughts on issues of all kinds of discrimination, including Buraku discrimination, and their relationships with
others. At our school, we first held an in-school forum with four students, where they discussed their thoughts
with their supervising teacher. Through multiple in-school forum sessions, the conversations became deeper
and mutual trust strengthened. Although they felt anxious leading up to the junior high school Human Rights
Forum, they were able to clearly express their opinions on the day. In their December 23 reports, they shared
their thoughts, saying things like, "I realized that not only I, but also others around me, struggle with similar
issues. When I talked about my own experiences, having others nod in agreement made me feel relieved. I
thought it was important to consult with friends and hear perspectives I couldn’t get on my own, which leads
to good results. Bullying and discrimination often come from rumors or teasing, so I want to be more careful
about this myself." From their confident presentations in front of the entire student body, each student's
feelings were clearly conveyed.
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Based on the results of the school survey

Issues have been seen from the results of the Kisosaki Child Support Campaign for students in
October and the results of the school evaluation questionnaire in December. The percentage of respondents
who answered that they study for more than 2 hours outside of school on weekdays decreased from 34.4% to
25%, and the percentage of respondents who said they studied at home better than last year decreased from
949% to 88.9%. The comparison with last year is not a correct comparison because the students are different,
and since it is an average value, it does not apply to all students while some students are studying well. In
addition, the proportion of "I don't do home study at all on weekdays" and "I play games for more than 4
hours" is also increasing. There are many points to evaluate, such as an increase in reading time and
satisfaction with school life, but it is a major challenge that the basic learning time for students is decreasing. I
would like to develop a habit of learning on a daily basis so that I can increase the time for independent study
at home, not only during classes and tests at school. The specific story will be announced to all the students at
the school-wide assembly in January, showing the numbers.




