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Third-Years Went on a School Trip

From June 2 to 4, the third-year students went on their school trip. Although there were concerns
about the impact of a typhoon, and some changes had to be made to the itinerary due to transportation issues,
the entire trip was completed as planned. The tour guide who accompanied them commented, “"Because
everyone strictly adhered to the schedule, we were able to move smoothly at every destination. It was wonderful
to see them listen attentively and learn during the lectures, while also knowing how to have fun when it was time
to enjoy themselves—they really struck a good balance.” I, too, was delighted to see the third-year students
growing and maturing day by day.

On the first day, the lecture and video presentation at the People and Future Disaster Prevention
Center provided a valuable experience, as the students were able to meet people and hear their stories firsthand.
Although it was raining in Nankin-machi, making it difficult to eat, the area was less crowded than usual, so it
was easier to gather as a group. During the peace lecture on the second day, we heard harrowing firsthand
accounts. The words, “Everything around the hypocenter was reduced to fine dust,” drove home the horror of the
atomic bombing. At the peace ceremony, we read aloud the peace message from Kisosaki Junior High School and
presented origami cranes that we had all made together, imbued with our wishes for peace. I hope that, rather
than just seeing these things in textbook photos, you will see them with your own eyes, experience them
firsthand, and carry these thoughts forward so that we can build a peaceful society in the future. On the third
day, I'm sure everyone was a little tired, but I think you all managed to have fun at USJ.

I also really enjoyed the bus activities. Spending these three days together with my friends, including
the overnight stay, was a very meaningful experience.
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Essay Presentation at the Youth Development Conference
On May 29, a human rights essay presentation was held at the Furusato Sosei Hall. Kuromiya
Masato, a student in Class 3B at our school, gave a presentation titled "My Aunt” about his relationship with his
family. His words, “Through my grandmother, I realized that even as we grow older or fall ill, our feelings for the
people we love never change,” were particularly memorable. His presentation conveyed his desire to reflect on
his own experiences, consider how he should move forward, and take action accordingly.
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First-Year Exchange Program in Kiso Village

From June 10 to 11, the first-year students went on an educational exchange trip to Kiso Village. The
weather was very pleasant that day, and we were able to eat our packed lunches at our first stop, the Miso River
Dam. We had a clear view of the mountains where the river originates and the dam itself, and we were even able
to put on helmets and descend the stairs to the bottom of the dam. Although it was normally a closed day, the
museum opened its doors especially for our school’s visit. The exhibits clearly showed how the river connects Kiso
Village to Kisosaki Town.

Afterward, guided by a representative from the Kiso Village Tourism Association, we headed to the
Mizu-Kisawa Natural Forest. There, we learned about the characteristics of the surrounding trees, saw an 800-
year-old tree, and observed char swimming in the river as well as rare bamboo flowers.

Upon arriving at Kodama no Mori, we held our opening ceremony and immediately began making curry.
We faced some challenges—such as the fire being too strong and struggling to chop vegetables—but every group
managed to make their curry successfully, and we all enjoyed it. I was impressed by how skillful the first-year
students were.

Then came the campfire. After singing together, we lit our individual torches one by one, and by the time
the activities ended, the area was bathed in beautiful colors. I was completely captivated by the teacher’s talk
during the stargazing class. They talked about the Big Dipper and the Spring Triangle, and I think the name
“Arcturus” in particular really stuck in everyone’s minds.

Then, on the second day, it was finally time for our exchange with Kiso Junior High School. Each group
put a lot of thought into their presentations about Kisosaki Town and Kisosaki Junior High School. The content was
different every year, and there were even things I learned for the first time. Everyone listened intently to Kiso
Junior High’s presentation, taking notes and the like. The recreational activities held after the presentations had
simple rules, but some were physically demanding. Everyone ran around the gym, and the atmosphere was
electric; we ended by taking a commemorative photo.

The first-year students also ate heartily and participated energetically in activities at Kodama Forest. We
were able to complete the entire itinerary without any injuries or illnesses, making it a very meaningful two days.
We've written reports and posted them outside the classroom. Please be sure to take a look when you visit the
school.




